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LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON 
PERINATAL CARE AND PREVENTION OF INFANT MORTALITY

DHH Bienville Building, 628 N 4th St, 1st Floor Room 173 Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Call-in for members 1888-204-5984 Access Code 1982918

May 12, 2016 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Attendees: Dr. Scott Barrilleaux, Dr. Robert Blereau, Gaye Dean, Pamela Egan, Beth Manning, Dr. Tina Stefanski, Dr. Rodney Wise, Amy Zapata, and Debra Hollingsworth 

Note: Quorum achieved with 8 of 13 members present
Guests: Berkley Durbin*, Sabrina Noah*, Ekwutosi Okoroh, Davondra Brown, Traci Perry, Quinette Womack, Dr. Lyn Kieltyka*, Becky Majdoch, Chloe Lake, Daniel Anderson*, Kelly Bankston*, Nicole Soudelier*, Christine Cornell*, Linda Pickett*, Lisa Norman*, Martha Hennegan*                                   

  *attended via phone
Meeting Notes:
1. Perinatal Outcomes – Medicaid Enrollment Data update
This data presentation has been postponed until next meeting. The Bureau of Family Health (BFH) is still working with Medicaid to verify the quality and accuracy of the data before reporting on it. (HEDIS data will be used instead of vital records data). The Perinatal Commission will need to discuss how to track this measure once Medicaid Expansion has been implemented, since pregnancy is no longer going to be tracked as part of the Medicaid enrollment process.

2. Project AIM update
Amy Zapata reported that the BFH is seeking qualified candidates for the AIM Coordinator position with a nursing and/or Quality Improvement background. Members were asked to refer qualified individuals to apply. The initiative will fully kick off once this position is filled. Amy attended the national AIM meeting in April. The goal for the Louisiana project is to develop it so that it can remain a long-term initiative. The initiative will focus on quality improvement related to hospitals and maternity-related complications such as eclampsia and hemorrhage. 
3. Zika Virus
Dr. Stefanski shared information and resources from the CDC related to the interim guidance for healthcare providers in the United States regarding the Zika virus. A State Zika Response Plan for surveillance, communication, and provider education has been developed.  If anyone needs to test a patient or needs more guidance on a suspected case of Zika, they should call the OPH Infectious Epidemiology hotline at 1-800-256-2748. 

4. Membership
There are 3 current vacancies on the Perinatal Commission (obstetrician – Dr. St. Amant pending final approval; neonatologist – Dr. Najar pending his acceptance of the nomination and final approval; and pediatrician – Dr. Bombet pending his acceptance of the nomination and final approval).With Regina Barrow’s move from the House to the Senate, the legislative positions on the Commission need review. Members requested that Sen. Barrow be moved into the Senate seat as she is a member of Health and Welfare Committee. Berkley Durbin offered to help identify a member of the House of Representative to nominate for the vacancy left by Senator Barrow. 
5. Review/Approval of Previous Meeting Notes
With a quorum of members present, Gaye Dean moved to approve all outstanding meeting minutes (Pamela Egan seconded the motion) and members voted unanimously to approve meeting notes from: 2015: March 12, April 8, May 14, June 18, July 10, September 10, November 12. 2016: January 14, March 10, April 18.
6. Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome
Dr. Tina Stefanski moved to approve the Response to House Concurrent Resolution 162 that was prepared by the Perinatal Commission and delivered to the Louisiana Legislature on March 1, 2016. A quorum of members was present, and members voted unanimously to approve the document.
Dr. Barrilleaux and Dr. Wise will present the findings to members of the legislature. Sen. Barrow asked that the presentation occur after session because of the full docket.  The presentation will occur in conjunction with the July 14, 2016 meeting of the Perinatal Commission. The following groups will be invited to attend: the Select Committee on Women and Children, the Women’s Caucus, and the House and Senate Health and Welfare Committees.
7. Legislative Updates
Berkley Durbin provided updates on legislation of interest to the Perinatal Commission. 
Members of the Commission requested a review of the public meeting law to determine if it would be possible to amend public meeting law to allow members to be considered “present” for voting purposes if they are attending in person, via telephone, or via other channels such as video-conferencing. Berkley Durbin and Sabrina Noah will look into this and make recommendations to the Commission.

8. Perinatal Commission Meetings: Agenda, Reports, Schedule & Structure
Members reviewed a list of potential data and reports on initiatives to keep abreast of in order to determine an ongoing annual schedule for standing reports and updates. A partial schedule was achieved (appendix A).  A workgroup call was scheduled for June 13 to determine and schedule the remaining reports and updates needed.

9. Well Women Visits

Daniel Anderson, epidemiologist from the BFH presented BRFSS (Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System) data related to the demographics of non-pregnant women who reported receiving a routine checkup with a physician (appendix B). The Commission requested additional data related to the type of health coverage, data by region, and that the data be weighted based on the overall Louisiana population. Commission members will review data available on the BRFSS and make additional requests for data points to be presented at the July 2016 meeting. 
10. 17P Discussion
There are four current issues related to the availability of 17P to women on Medicaid in Louisiana.   1) compounded 17P is not covered; 2) the cost of a home health visit to administer the medication has increased; 3) the company making the covered form of 17P (Makena) is 3 weeks behind in filling orders; and 4) there is no access in some parts of the state to 17P. Davondra Brown of the March of Dimes had success in Texas in improving access to 17P and offered to review the current situation in Louisiana and to make recommendations to the Commission.

11. Next Meeting: Teleconference: Monday, June 13th, 11:30-12:30. Meeting topics will be: 17P, Well Woman visit and BRFSS data request, and finalizing a standing report schedule for the Perinatal Commission meetings.

12. Adjourn
Rebekah E. Gee MD, MPH
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